
 

 
 

Food for thought from J                  June 20, 2021 

 
On Sunday, Church Council met to review the state of our church and discuss the progress being made on our strategies 

for the future, as we draw tantalizingly close to being able to place the COVID pandemic in our rearview mirror. The 

following is a high-level report on the state of Wynnton as we approach mid-year 2021: 

 

After 15 months of enduring a global pandemic, our church has emerged in good shape as gauged by several measures. 

Financially, our members and constituents exhibited incredible faithfulness in 2020 that allowed us to end the year in a net 

positive cash flow position. Likewise, the ongoing blessing of our endowment fund and the work of our Trustees enabled 

us to maintain our physical plant and perform important improvements. Notably, we completed painting the exterior of our 

building, and we are scheduled to begin painting the interior of the sanctuary in the second half of this year. We also 

completed our audio/video booth in the sanctuary, which will continue to be instrumental in growing our online presence 

through live streaming activities. 

 

Regarding attendance, worship numbers have steadily increased as vaccination rates have risen and masking requirements 

have decreased. Last week, on our first Sunday of resumed 8:30 worship, total attendance for all three services was 194 

in-person and 48 peak live views on Facebook – our highest of the year excluding Easter Sunday. Importantly, we are also 

beginning to see first time guests and long-term visitors again on a regular basis. Similarly, response to our return to in-

person Sunday school and Bible studies has been encouraging with numbers beginning to approach pre-COVID levels. 

Ministerially, throughout the pandemic, many dedicated volunteers have remained hard at work with our church supported 

missions - Wynnton Neighborhood Network, Wynnton Neighborhood Housing, and Backpacks of Grace. Our volunteer 

led Family Ministries team allowed us to reopen children’s church, children and youth Sunday school, and they oversaw 

recruiting and hiring a nursery coordinator who began work on June 6. 

 

Of course, challenges remain for 2021 and beyond. Among the most significant and immediate of these is our need to fill 

4 critical staff positions. These are: Director of Children/Family Ministries, Youth Director, Link Worship Leader, and 

Production Specialist for live streaming activities. These jobs are posted on a number of websites and we are beginning to 

see some applicants, but we need your prayers for success in filling these positions and your support in referring anyone 

you may know, with gifts and interests in one of these areas, to apply. 

 

Financially, while we are operating “in the black” so far this year, this is largely due to reduced expenses rather than robust 

giving. In fact, pledges for 2022 were down compared with 2021, actual year to date giving is down year over year, and 

unpledged giving has not been sufficient to fill this gap, to date. Furthermore, as ministry activities ramp up and job 

vacancies are filled in the months ahead, we can expect additional stress to be placed on our budget. Consequently, it is 

more important than ever that we finish strong in 2021 relative to our financial stewardship, both as a church and 

individually. 

 

Notwithstanding these challenges, I am convinced Wynnton remains poised to accomplish great things if each of us will 

take stock of the blessings God is pouring out on our lives and then commit to using these to build God’s kingdom right 

here and now. Church Council Chair, Jenny Horton, challenged us on Sunday to consider that for Wynnton to sustain and 

grow, we all must renew our commitment to engage with the church at the highest level – with a focus on getting back to 

volunteering and serving - even though it’s not always easy or convenient. 

 

Ultimately, Jenny reminded us of the words of the famous evangelist D. L. Moody:  

 

“I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can do something. What I can do, I ought to do, and what I 

ought to do, by the grace of God I will do.” 

 

God’s grace is visible throughout our church and in the lives of its members. The question is, what are we willing to do 

with it?  
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

In memory of Saunders Richey by Penny & Jim Lamb 

In memory of Jean Adams by Penny & Jim Lamb 

In memory of Charles Maupin by Penny & Jim Lamb 

In memory of Larry White by Carolyn Holland; Beth & 

Larry Hendrickson; Susan & Tommy Hudson; Mary & 

Stephen Hall; Cynthia Ragan McLemore; Audrey & 

Richard Bergeron; Virginia & Larry Harper; Lynn & Wes 

Ezzell; Mary Nell & Mike Blasingame; Lynda & Bennett 

Massey; Shirley Wright; Linell & David Pringle; Mary 

Gene Calfee; Neita & John Denny 

In memory of Doris Woodard by Penny & Jim Lamb 

In memory of Nemia Chai by Lynda & Bennett Massey 

  

The Chancel Flowers are given   

in memory of Charlie Wright by 

Shirley Wright and family. 

JOYFUL NOTES FROM THE CHOIR! 🎵 

This Sunday, Father's Day, we join together in thanking God 

for the fathers and the father figures in our lives.  Though 

there are many Father's Day celebrations and traditions 

throughout the world, for those who belong to God, every 

day is Father's Day as we daily praise and celebrate our 

heavenly Father. 
 

It seems fitting that the Wesley Choir and the Chancel Choir 

will sing "His Eye Is on the Sparrow" this Sunday. Based on 

Matthew 6:26-27, Luke 12:6-7 and John 14:1, the text of 

this well-loved gospel hymn reminds us to find solace in 

spite of sorrow, it reminds us that Jesus is our constant 

friend, and it reminds us that God our Father is carefully 

watching over us. 
 

The Wesley Choir will sing the original hymn by Civilla 

Martin and Charles Gabriel, with lilting melodies and a 

joyous refrain.  The Chancel Choir will sing Mark Hayes 

arrangement of "His Eye Is on the Sparrow".  Mark Hayes' 

elegant vocal lines and rich harmonies highlight the blues 

scale and extended and altered chords which bring fresh 

sound to this familiar hymn.  There is a clever nod to 

another familiar hymn, a favorite of mine, after the first 

refrain and at the very end of this arrangement.  Perhaps you 

will recognize it when you hear it? 
 

"His Eye Is on the Sparrow" 

Why should I feel discouraged?  Why should the shadows 

come?  Why should my heart be lonely and long for Heaven 

and home when Jesus is my portion?  My constant friend is 

He.  His Eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.  

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

I sing because I'm happy.  I sing because I'm free.  For His 

eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise, when songs 

give place to sighing, when hope within me dies, I draw the 

closer to Him; from care He sets me free.  His eye is on the 

sparrow, and I know He watches me.  His eye is on the 

sparrow, and I know He watches me. I sing because I'm 

happy.  I sing because I'm free.  For His eye is on the 

sparrow, and I know He's protecting, and I know that He's 

loving, and I know He watches me.  
 

Matthew 6:26-27 

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or 

store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them.  Are you not much more valuable than they?  Who 

of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 
 

The song "His Eye is on the Sparrow" calls us to trust in 

God, our heavenly Father, and recognize His loving 

desire to give His children all they need. 
 

God's Great Peace to You! 

Diana B. 

Thank you!Got it!Great! 

FATHER’S DAY 

In honor of our father's, the church has contributed to 

the Methodist Home at Carpenter’s Way. We love all 

of our father's and hope you have a happy, healthy 

Father's Day! 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY 

To Anneliese and Vincent Chai on the death of his 

mother, Nemia Chai, of Columbus, GA, on May 26, 2021. 

 

LOVE OFFERING 

Justin Mead has served Wynnton as our Worship 

Leader for the last 2 years and Youth Director for the 

last year. Our Staff Parish Relations Committee 

would like to present Justin with a love offering from 

the church to show our appreciation as he moves on. 

If you would like to contribute, you may put it in an 

envelope marked “Love Offering for Justin Mead.” 

 

SPECIAL CHARGE CONFERENCE  

We will have a brief Charge Conference meeting on 

June 27th in the Fellowship Hall immediately after our 

11:00 service. The purpose of this meeting is to address 

a pastoral compensation issue. All Charge Conference 

members are urged to attend. Everyone is invited. 

. 



  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

PASTOR ON-CALL 

For emergencies Sept. 25-27, 

Rev.  

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, June 20 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 

9:45 a.m. Virtual Sunday School - Facebook Live 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School for Adults, Youth & 

Children 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 

Rev. J Grantham - Streams Live on 

Facebook 

11:00 a.m. The Link - Fellowship Hall  

  Rev. Greg Harrison 

11:00 a.m. Children’s Church - Grimes Building 

5:00 p.m. Basement - Youth 

 

Tuesday, June 22 

9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting - Library 

9:45 a.m. Open Door Circles - Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesday, June 23 

10:00 a.m. Women’s Zoom Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, June 24 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Zoom Bible Study 

 

 

Children’s Programs 

Children's programming continues this week. The 

nursery is available from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. as 

well as Sunday School for grades K-12 from 9:45-

10:50 a.m. The nursery for infants through 3-year olds 

is on the first floor of the Grimes building. Children’s 

Sunday School for K-5th Grade is on the 2nd floor of 

the Grimes building, and youth Sunday school is in the 

basement under the sanctuary. Children’s Church will 

be offered for children through 5th Grade in the 

Children’s Center in the Grimes building during the 

worship hour. We are also pleased to announce a new 

adult Sunday school offering for parents. Look for 

directional signs to each location. 

 

Youth Sunday School began a new series on 

June 6, studying some of the challenging 

sayings and teachings of Jesus. 9:45 a.m. in  

The Basement. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

6-13-21 

General Fund..………….........................15,588.00 

Endowment…………...….………...............345.00 

Missions…………………………………..…68.00 

Children’s Ministry…………………….……25.00 

Other Contributions………….…..…..…..…..35.00 

Music…………………………………….…100.00 

Scholarship Fund……………………….…..100.00 

Youth…………………………………….…150.00 

 

June 20: Mark 5:1-20, 2 Samuel 13, Daniel 7 

June 21: Mark 5:21-43, 2 Samuel 14, Daniel 8 

June 22: Mark 6:1-29, 2 Samuel 15, Daniel 9 

June 23: Mark 6:30-56, 2 Samuel 16, Daniel 10:1-11:2 

June 24: Mark 7:1-13, 2 Samuel 17, Daniel 11:2-20 

June 25: Mark 7:14-37, 2 Samuel 18, Daniel 11:21-45 

June 26: Mark 8:1-21, 2 Samuel 19, Daniel 12 

 

20 Camika Bray, Josh Edwards, Vicki 

Martin, Clay Richey 

22 Nathan Calvert, Janet Stafford,  

Deanna Stevenson 

24 Wages Carroll, Lilah Walker 

25 Brett Hubbard, Tyler Walker 

  

 

 

 

PASTOR ON-CALL 

For emergencies June 18-20 

Rev. Greg Harrison 478-955-1577 

Our Known Prayer Concerns: 

 

Sue Rogers  

Glenn Killough 

Matthew Allen 

Anne Turner 

Bobby Porch 

Lillian Cox 

Lynn Christenson 

Jennefer Spell 

 

Lexie McRae 

Kathy Draughon 

John Meadows 

Dorothy Robinson 

Wanda Jones 

Jan Reed 

Kerry Mess 

Rick Bannon 

Christian Sympathy for loss of loved one: 

Renee & Glenn Summerlin & family 

Sandy Dryman & family 

Nancy Hammond & family 

Mike Johnson & family 

Chris Alexander & family 

Ernest Hale & family 

Agnes Tew & family 

John Richey & family 

Pam & Bob Gilstrap & family 

Sharon White & family 

 

FLOWER DELIVERY 

Cindy Autry 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Wynnton has full time Director of Children and 

Family Ministry, Youth Director, & Worship Leader 

positions open. For more information, inquiries may 

be made to Reverend Grantham or Rob Harbison at 

r.harbison@mchsi.com, (706) 289-3082. 

 

SUNDAY’S SERMON 

Go on and Line 

Jeremiah 29:1-11 

Rev. J Grantham 


