
 
 

 
 

Food for thought from J                                                                                                                 May 2, 2021 

 

 HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

 

As Christians we proclaim boldly these words affirming our belief in the resurrected Christ. Subsequently, we 

are changed by our faith in Christ’s victory over death. We draw strength and comfort from this greatest event 

in history and acknowledge that, in his resurrection, we have the same hope and promise of resurrection into 

eternal life, now and in the world to come. The apostle Paul may have said it best in Romans 6:4-5: 

 

..just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if 

we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  

 

And yet, despite this wonderful promise, as we read in last Sunday’s scripture passage, the desire to deny the 

resurrection reaches back to that first Easter morning, and it continues today. In the 1980s and 90s, a group of 

so-called biblical scholars labeling themselves the Jesus Seminar, came to the remarkable conclusion that, 

despite centuries of tradition and study from the greatest theologians of history, the resurrection was neither 

probable nor a necessary component of our faith. More remarkable is the number of professing Christians who 

find agreement with this group. In fact, a 2017 BBC poll found that 25% of professing Christians shared these 

conclusions and did not believe in the bodily resurrection of Christ. How can this be? 

 

For sure, some honestly struggle with the supernatural concept of a bodily resurrection. It is a challenge to their 

enlightened sensibilities to accept something so clearly beyond the scope of the normal, scientific world to 

which we have become accustomed. But I believe most reluctance to accept the full truth of the gospel message, 

including the resurrection, stems from the same source that motivated those Jewish leaders from Matthew’s 

Easter account to concoct the story and tell the community that Jesus was not resurrected, but rather, his 

disciples had stolen his body. From the beginning of his ministry, those first century leaders recognized the 

existential threat to their power and control over the people that was posed by Jesus. Furthermore, they knew 

this threat would be overwhelming if he was proven to be who he claimed to be by virtue of something as 

remarkable as rising from the dead, and they were not willing or able to take that chance. 

 

As Christians, we face this same perceived threat to control over our own lives by the authority and lordship of 

Jesus that is so clearly apparent in the resurrection. When confronted with the reality that Christ was truly 

victorious even over death and we are not changed completely by what this means about his legitimate claim to 

lordship over our lives, we also demonstrate a degree of denial of the gospel, the lordship of Christ, and yes, 

even the resurrection. In our society that places such emphasis on personal freedom and liberty, it is 

understandable that we are reluctant to relinquish our self-rule in exchange for serving a risen savior. But the 

sooner we embrace the reality and the cosmic implications of the resurrection, the sooner we will find the 

courage to live the lives of radical love and self-sacrifice exemplified by the one who defeated death itself. The 

risen Christ. Hallelujah. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

In memory of Saunders Richey by Mr. & Mrs. 

William Brandon; Joanne Cole; Sue & Bill Pope; Lynn 

& Wes Ezzell; Cynthia McLemore; Bobby Porch; Pam 

& Steve Davis; Nancy Hammond; Carter & Heath 

Schondelmayer; Ashley & John Holt; Mary Nell & 

Mike Blasingame; Cindy & Randy Autry; Ed Annable; 

Shirley Wright; Neita & John Denny; New Beginnings 

Sunday School Class 

The Chancel flowers are given in honor 

of our choir by Lynn and Bill White. 

FLOWER DELIVERY 

Carol Hammock 

JOYFUL NOTES FROM THE CHOIR! 🎵 

In Christian life, for many of us, devotion and music, 

praying and singing are inseparable. The apostle Paul 

reminds Christians to "pray without ceasing" and to sing 

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God", Colossians 

3:16.  When praying we commune with God. It is awe-

inspiring and incredible to think on this!  Sometimes in 

prayer, we find ourselves without words to adequately 

describe our love and praise.  When I find myself 

without words as I pray, I will often turn to a hymn to 

speak my heart.  Music can add another path to our 

words.  American composer, Jimmy van Huesen, said, 

"Music gives wings to the human spirit!" Our hymns, 

inspired by scripture, can reflect the devotion in our 

heart.  This Sunday's anthem, "Draw Me Near" arr. by 

Mary McDonald, is based on one of my favorite hymns, 

"I Am Thine, O Lord".  The text is an expression of 

commitment, service, devotion and love for our Lord 

and Savior.  Often, I have used the lyrics from this 

hymn in prayer.  The text of this hymn and this anthem, 

is just one example of how music can bring new life and 

meaning to our words and our relationship with God.  

"Draw Me Near" arranged by Mary McDonald 

I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice, and it told 

Thy love to me; But I long to rise in the arms of faith, 

and be closer drawn to Thee. Consecrate me now to Thy 

service, Lord, by the power of grace divine; Let my soul 

look up with a steadfast hope, and my will be lost in 

Thine. Draw me nearer, nearer, to the cross where Thou 

hast died; Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, to Thy 

precious bleeding side. O the pure delight of a single 

hour that before Thy throne I spend; When I kneel in 

prayer, and with Thee, my God, I commune as friend 

with friend! There are depths of love that I cannot know 

till I cross the narrow sea; There are heights of joy that I 

may not reach till I rest in peace with Thee. Draw me 

nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, to the cross where Thou 

hast died; Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 

to Thy precious bleeding side. Draw me near! 

James 4:7-8 

Submit yourselves, then to God.  Resist the devil, and he 

will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come 

near to you. 

God's Great Peace to You! 

Diana B. 

Children’s Programs 

Beginning on May 9th, the church will offer nursery 

from 9:30 AM to 12:15 PM as well as Sunday School 

for grades K-12 from 9:45-10:50 AM. The nursery for 

infants through 4-year olds is on the first floor of the 

Grimes building. Children’s Sunday School for K-5th 

Grade is on the 2nd floor of the Grimes building, and 

youth Sunday school is in the basement under the 

sanctuary. Children’s Church will be offered for 

children through 3rd Grade in the Children’s Center in 

the Grimes building during the worship hour. We are 

also pleased to announce a new adult Sunday school 

offering for parents. Look for directional signs to each 

location. Anyone interested in volunteering for 

Children’s Church can contact Sabrina Hart, 

hartsa615@gmail.com. 

 

New Adult Sunday School 

A new Sunday School class will be forming on May 

9th. The group is a community of people in the child-

raising stage of life who share stories, encourage, 

challenge, and grow with one another. We will discuss 

scripture and life in a way that is an intentionally safe 

space for all questions, doubts, and convictions. Alaina 

Harrison will be the group facilitator. The new class 

will meet on the 2nd floor of the Grimes building, next 

to the choir room. 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, May 2 

9:30 a.m. Virtual Sunday School - Facebook Live 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 

Rev. J Grantham - Streams Live on 

Facebook 

11:00 a.m. The Link - Fellowship Hall  

  Rev. Greg Harrison 

5:30 p.m. Basement - Youth 

 

Tuesday, May 4 

9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting - Library  

10:00 a.m. Quilting Group - Alpha Building 

6:00 p.m. Wynnton Neighborhood Housing – FH 

 

Wednesday, May 5 

10:00 a.m. Women’s Zoom Bible Study 

6:00 p.m. Community Prayer Service 

6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, May 6 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Zoom Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. Backpacks of Grace 

   

Our Known Prayer Concerns: 

 

Sue Rogers  

Glenn Killough 

Matthew Allen 

Anne Turner 

Bobby Porch 

Lillian Cox 

 

Lexie McRae 

Kathy Draughon 

Norma Meadows 

Dorothy Robinson 

Wanda Jones 

Jan Reed 

Kerry Mess 

Christian Sympathy for loss of loved one: 

Renee & Glenn Summerlin & family 

Sandy Dryman & family 

Nancy Hammond & family 

Nancy Abernathy & family 

Mike Johnson & family 

Chris Alexander & family 

Ernest Hale & family 

Agnes Tew & family 

John Richey & family 

GRADUATES 

If you have a college graduate that you would like to be 

recognized in the newsletter, please send their name, date 

of graduation, university name and degree to 

brendawilson@wynntonumc.org. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

If you have a High School graduate who would like 

to participate in our Graduation Sunday please call 

the church office. 

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 

MAY 3-7 

The first full week of May is nationally designated as 

Teacher Appreciation Week. This past year, teachers 

throughout the country have gone above and beyond 

the call of duty to carry on instruction during the 

Covid-19 pandemic. If you would like to show your 

appreciation for the teachers at Wynnton Arts 

Academy, our Partner-in-Education, please donate 

items you think they might enjoy. There are 

approximately 60 staff members at Wynnton School; 

and because of Covid-19, the items need to be 

individually wrapped. If you wish to show your 

appreciation, please place your donated items in the 

designated bin outside of the church library on or 

before Sunday, May 2. They will be delivered to the 

school sometime the following week. 

Thank you for your support of this project and all the 

projects throughout the school year that are carried 

out for the benefit of the students and faculty of 

Wynnton Arts Academy. If you don't feel that you 

can donate 60 items, donate what you can; with our 

combined efforts, we can certainly show our love, 

encouragement and support of Wynnton Arts 

Academy. 



 

 

 
 

4-25-21 

General Fund..…………...........................6,998.00 

Backpacks of Grace…………………..…..…50.00 

Endowment…………...….………..…...........70.00 

Missions…………………………………..…74.00 

Easter Offering……………………..…......…25.00 

Children’s Ministry…………………...……650.00 

Other Contributions…………………..…...…14.00 

 

May 2: Acts 15:1-21, Joshua 23-24, Job 32 

May 3: Acts 15:22-41, Judges 1, Job 33 

May 4: Acts 16:1-15, Judges 2-3, Job 34 

May 5: Acts 16:16-40, Judges 4-5, Job 35 

May 6: Acts 17:1-15, Judges 6, Job 36 

May 7: Acts 17:16-34, Judges 7-8, Job 37 

May 8: Acts 18, Judges 9, Job 38 

 

5 Bill Bussey, Jimbo Dryman, Susan Groke 

7 Billy Daffin 

 

 

PASTOR ON-CALL 

For emergencies April 30 - May 2, 

Rev. Greg Harrison 478-955-1577 

SUNDAY’S SERMON 

A Walk to Remember 

Luke 24:13-35 

Rev. J Grantham 


