
 

 
  Food for thought from J                                                                                                         November 15, 2020 
  

It has been quite an exciting and exasperating few weeks. Since the beginning of the month, we have gone from 

gearing up for a general election that would likely decide the future direction of our country, to what is now 

looking like, thankfully, the end of one of the most contentious election cycles in recent memory. And for almost 

everyone I have talked with recently, it has been clear that they felt the stakes were higher than ever. 

Consequently, the tension was like nothing I have ever experienced.  

 

But now that it’s all over but the shouting, and we are going to have, apparently, a new president, how should we 

feel? How should we respond? 

 

Well, I confess that being a pastor does not make me immune to concerns and frustrations about the state of our 

country and its leaders. Over the course of this election, I have had significant misgivings about both presidential 

candidates and what it would mean for either of them to win. Similarly, I have followed local races with equal 

uncertainty. What’s more, I honestly believe that it is becoming increasingly difficult to find objective sources 

for learning the truth about the candidates, the issues, and even about much of what is going on in and around our 

country. Thankfully, we all have one real source of truth that never changes and that offers us important and 

varied perspectives through which we might find guidance and even peace during the uncertainty many of us are 

feeling these days. One important perspectives is found in 2 Timothy 2:1-2, in which Paul writes: 

 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for 

kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every 

way. 

 

The message I believe Paul’s writing has for us today is that we should respond now, and in any situation involving 

our government and its leaders, by giving thanks for the opportunity to live in a free society where we are not 

only able to vote for the candidate of our choice but also, where we are free to practice our faith and live as 

Christians without fear of persecution. Furthermore, I believe he is telling us that, as Christians, we have an 

obligation to pray for our leaders, whether we agree with them or not, and then to lead our lives as a living witness 

to and proof that the love and peace of Christ reigns in our lives. This means we need to guard against too much 

grumbling and complaining about the election results or wishing ill upon one or more of the candidates. Rather, 

we must understand that God is in control and God has plan in which we are called to place our faith and trust, 

even when we can’t understand how it can possibly work out. 

 

So, let’s all take a deep breath and give thanks that the election is finally (almost) over, and then let’s get about 

doing the work that really matters of building and living God’s kingdom. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

In memory of Veteran Bruce Berreth by Sharon Berreth 

In memory of Robert Taylor by Susan & Tommy 

Hudson; Cynthia & Jesse Kelley 

GIFTS OF LOVE 

In honor of Jean & Jerry Adams by Susan & Tommy 

Hudson 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

If you are interested in putting Chancel Flowers in 

the Sanctuary, please call the church office. 

Youth group has resumed. We meet from 5:30-

7:30 p.m.! Please wear masks. Temperatures will 

be taken at the door.  

 

 

 

The New Beginnings Class is selling poinsettias as a 

fundraiser. The profit from the sales will go to various 

missions and projects. These poinsettias will come 

from the same wholesaler that we used last year. They 

will be in 6.5-inch pots and will sell for $10 each. You 

may request that the pot(s) you purchase be placed in 

the Sanctuary or the Link service for the Advent 

season. Please fill in the information on the order form, 

attach your check or cash and place in the offering 

plate or see any New Beginnings member to make your 

purchase. Thank you for your participation. Please 

make checks payable to New Beginnings. Deadline is 

Sunday, December 3, 2020. Delivery date is Dec. 10th. 

JOYFUL NOTES FROM THE CHOIR! 🎵 

As a singer, I find that much of life's journey can be 

described in song.  Many events and circumstances, for 

me, can lead to the spontaneous singing of a song or a 

hymn.  Imagine my children's horror when Mom and 

Dad burst into song in a very public and sometimes 

crowded space. 

As we prepare for our Thanksgiving holiday, you 

guessed it, an old song, popped in to my head; 

"Count your blessings, name them one by one, 

Count your blessings, see what God has done!" 

 

With a focus on counting blessings, this Sunday, the 

Wynntones bell choir will ring a song of Thanksgiving, 

and the choir will raise their voices in a familiar song of 

praise and thanks to God, to celebrate the way God is 

blessing us; 

"Give Thanks" by Henry Smith 

Give thanks with a grateful heart.   

Give thanks to the Holy one. 

Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son. 

And now let the weak say "I am strong!";  

let the poor say "I am rich!", 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks! 

 

Behind every song is a story and a heart and mind for 

expression.  Henry Smith wrote this song at a difficult 

time in his life.  Finding hope and help in scripture, he 

was inspired to write this song of thanksgiving and trust.  

Instead of feeling negative and depressed, he turned his 

experience into something positive and became grateful.   

Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Be joyful always, pray continually, and give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ 

Jesus. 

God's Great Peace to You! 

Diana B. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

SUNDAY’S SERMON 

Something to be Thankful For 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Rev. J Grantham 

PECAN SALE 

The Joyful Noise Sunday School Class is selling pecans 

again, and we are happy to announce the prices remain 

the same as last year. Since we are not yet meeting with 

our Sunday School classes, please call any member of 

the Joyful Noise class to place your order. Our last order 

will be placed around December 6. Thank you for 

supporting this mission project!  

Prices 

1 lb. halves $12.00 

1/2 lb halves $7.00 

1 lb. pieces $12.00 

1/2 lb. chocolates $8.00 

 

 

If you wish to deliver your OCC shoeboxes to a 

collection site yourself or if you miss our deadline, here 

is where I would suggest you take them. 

Ambassadors of Christ Ministries 

Curbside Drop Off Location (you can sign in with 

phone or fill out hard copy) 

4817 Milgen Road, Columbus, GA 31907 

16 Monday 20 Friday 11:30-1:30 

17 Tuesday 19 Thursday 5:30-7:30 

18 Wednesday 3:30-5:30 

Wynnton Neighborhood Network 

November is Wynnton’s month to collect food to stock 

the pantry at the Wynnton Neighborhood Network. This 

time of the year, the Network is preparing for a busy 

holiday season, so please be generous with your 

donations. Bags with a list of suggested items needed 

have been placed in the church. Take one or more of the 

bags, fill them and return your bags to the collection bin 

located in the main hallway across from the Fellowship 

Hall. There will also be a drive by drop off on Saturday 

November 7th and 14th between 10:00 and 12:00. 

Volunteers will be waiting under the Portico to unload 

your food donations. Among the items needed are canned 

vegetables, meat, fruit, tomato products, cranberry sauce, 

yams, stuffing mix, evaporated milk, cream of mushroom 

soup, corn bread mix, chicken broth, and peanut butter 

and jelly. As always thank you for your generous support 

of the Wynnton Neighborhood Network. 

 

The Saints Alive Committee is sponsoring eight boys 

ages 16-19 for Christmas.  These boys are always the 

ones most people do not desire to help.  The states Child 

Protective Services ages them out and they have no 

family to turn to; but this year they have Wynnton UMC 

to make their Christmas special.  These boys are housed 

in the Davis Cottage at Carpenter’s Way Ranch for boys, 

formally “Our House”, and is the Columbus Campus of 

the UM Children’s Home of South Georgia. 

If you would like to help with this cause, please contact 

Pastor Kim.  Remember only help if your heart desires to 

do so! 

If you have a need for a lift chair, please call the 

church office at 706-324-2424. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11-8-20 

General Fund..………….......................29,365.00 

Endowment…………………….………....350.00 

Other Income………………..…...….....…..64.00 

Thanksgiving……………………………..200.00 

Wynnton Arts Academy Uniforms…….......50.00 

Wynnton Neighborhood Network……..…175.00 

Carpenters Way……………………….….200.00 

 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, November 15 

 

9:30 a.m.    Virtual Sunday School - Facebook Live 

Rev. Greg Harrison 

  Rev. Kim Evans 

11:00 a.m. Streaming Sunday Worship 

Rev. J Grantham - Facebook Premier 

11:00 a.m. The Link - Fellowship Hall 

  Rev. Greg Harrison 

5:30 p.m. Basement - Youth Group 
 

Tuesday, November 17 

 

10:00 a.m. Quilting Group - Alpha Building 

6:00 p.m. Trustee Meeting - Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday, November 18 

 

10:00 a.m. Women’s Zoom Bible Study 

6:00 p.m. Community Prayer - Fellowship Hall 

6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, November 19 

 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Zoom Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. Backpacks of Grace 

11:00 a.m. Faithful Fellowship Friends  

Conference Call 

  Phone number: 669-900-6833 

  Code: 4745976652# 

Friday, November 20 

 

12:00 p.m. Goodwill Meeting - Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

November 15: James 3, Jeremiah 25-26, Psalm 131 

November 16: James 4, Jeremiah 27-28, Psalm 132 

November 17:  James 5, Jeremiah 29-30, Psalm 133 

November 18:  1 Peter 1, Jeremiah 31-32, Psalm 134  

November 19: 1 Peter 2, Jeremiah 33-34, Psalm 135 

November 20: 1 Peter 3, Jeremiah 35-36. Psalm 136 

November 21: 1 Peter 4, Jeremiah 37-38, Psalm 137 

 

15 Emily Hearn 

16 Aletha Friedel 

17 John Bray, Wanda Dryman,  

Adam Walker 

18 Mike Woodard 

20 Barbara Hendrix, Alice Smith 

21 Beth Booth 

 

 

  

 

 

 

PASTOR ON-CALL 

For emergencies Nov. 13-15, 

Rev. Kim Evans 706-843-598-0707 

 

Our Known Prayer Concerns: 

 

Sue Rogers  

Bob and Judy Ottman 

Jennefer Spell 

John and Saunders Richey 

Brad Trim 

Glenn Killough 

Brooks & Hannah Tincher 

 

Lexie McRae 

Jim Dryman & family 

Jean Adams 

Kathy Draughon 

Ralph Hammond 

Norma Meadows 

Colleen Gregory 

Christian Sympathy for loss of loved one: 

                Family of Carolyn Belk 

                Family of Louie Willett 

                  Family of Cloie Porch 

 

 


