
 

 
Food for thought from J                                                                                                               March 14, 2021 
 

This week marks the anniversary of a date we might prefer to forget. On March 14th of last year, we first announced we 

would be shutting down our in-person worship and other church activities, beginning the following day, due to COVID-19. 

In the year that followed, we all lived through challenges unlike most of us had ever felt before, and hopefully, will not 

experience again. While we will not forget these hardships any time soon, at last week’s Church Council meeting, Jenny 

Horton offered an important and encouraging perspective on 2020 and the response of our church in pivoting to face and 

overcome these challenges. The following is a summary of her reflections: 

 

Pivot! As a verb it means, “to turn on or as if on a pivot,” and, as a noun, it is defined, “one central thing that something 

depends upon.” In 2020, that’s what Wynnton had to do. Pivot! We, as a church, had to pivot in how we conduct corporate 

worship, how we minister to members, elderly, our children and youth, how we care for those in need, how we pay the bills 

and how we lead people to Christ in a world of despair. Pivot. At first, we saw it as a daunting obstacle, but as God does, 

he turned it into opportunity. He said, “Okay Wynnton Methodist. Let’s pivot!” But it’s a funny thing about a pivot. While 

it can seem like a small move, it can also set a completely different course - a different direction God wants us to go in or 

the new way God wants us to look at an issue so that we can see God’s will more clearly. Pivot! And last year…boy did he 

give us the opportunity to pivot!  

 

To all the staff members and church members who’ve pivoted with us all year long: 

 

• The staff who worked extra hours, job descriptions stretched, working late at night and on the weekends.  

• Those on the strategy team who put in hours on Zoom trying to navigate safe opening policies, precautions and timing.  

• The staff that kept up with the CDC regulations to make sure we were staying safe.  

• Those that came in during the week and on Saturdays to record services. 

• Those who stayed late on Sunday afternoons to edit our recorded worship services.  

• Those that worked behind the camera and audio. PIVOT! 

• Those that made phone calls to check on the shut-ins and those that were sick.  

• Those that did a drive-by parades for the Saints Alive members.  

• To groups that delivered Easter baskets to children.  

• Those that volunteered on Sunday mornings to take temperatures and act as guides.  

• Those that researched technology and made adjustments for us to continue with our worship services.  

• For a choir director who figured out how to juggle choir members in a safe way to provide new music each week.  

• To choir members and musicians who came in during the week to record and practice. 

• To our pastors who kept connection and communication going with a congregation that was completely homebound. 

• To praise band members who performed sometimes to an empty room. PIVOT! 

• To pastors who recorded sermons in an empty sanctuary. 

• To those who had genius ideas of drive-through communion and drive-through school backpacks that kept our mission 

projects going.  

• To the service men’s team who built an audio-visual booth and continued making necessary repairs all year.  

• To the prayer warriors who prayed continually for our leadership. PIVOT! 

• To the heads of committees that kept their committees going and continued to do their work even over Zoom. 

• To the ingenious ideas that allowed us to navigate into a social broadcast world we had never been in before.  

• To those members who connected with their fellow Sunday school members staying at home.  

• And to pastors who prayerfully led us through what seemed like an impossible year…  

 

God bless you all for your service to Wynnton! 

 

Funny thing…we aren’t finished pivoting yet. As we look to the future for what re-entry looks like, it is clear we will not 

be the same. Some of the things we have added are here to stay. Some things we suspended may not come back. But there 

is no question that we have been blessed, and we look forward to 2021 not with apprehension but with excitement and 

anticipation as we continue to pivot for the sake of Christ our Lord and his mission! 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wynnton UMC College Scholarship 
 

The Scholarship Committee is now accepting 

applications for the 2021 College Scholarship. The 

scholarship is for members of Wynnton pursuing any 

field of study at an accredited school of higher learning. 

Applications along with guidelines for the scholarship 

are now available in the church office. All applications 

must be received in the church office no later than May 

2, 2021.  For further information, please call the church 

office at 706-324-2424. 

 

The Chancel Flowers are given in 

honor of our wonderful church 

staff.  

 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

In memory of Jean Adams by Sheryl & Jim Creek 

In memory of Faye Beal by Lynda & Bennett Massey 

In memory of Beth Johnson by New Beginnings Class; 

Carolyn Holland; Lynda & Bennett Massey; Cindy & 

Randy Autry; Joanne Cole 

In memory of Harold Moon by Margaret & Don 

Goodroe 

In memory of Ralph Hammond by Pam & Steve Davis, 

Sheryl & Jim Creek; Lynda Gantt 

In memory of Steve Hale by Betty Woodruff; Shirley 

Moon 

 

 

 

 

Youth will meet from 5:30-7:30 p.m.! Please wear 

masks. Temperatures will be taken at the door. 

Flower Delivery 

Cindy Autry 

 

EASTER LILIES 

The cost of Easter Lilies will be $15.00 each this year. 

The deadline for ordering is Sunday, March 21st. See 

the attached form.  

LOVE AND SYMPATHY 

To Ernest Hale and family on the death of his son, 

Steve Hale, of Columbus, GA on March 4, 2021. 

 

A Disciple Leaf is being placed on the 

Endowment Tree of Life in memory of  

Cloie R. Porch by Bobby Porch. 

Chancel Flowers 

Thank you to everyone who has beautified our 

sanctuary with flowers this year! If anyone is 

interested in putting flowers in, there are openings 

starting April 18 through May. Please call the 

church office at 706-324-2424 or email 

brendawilson@wynntonumc.org if you are 

interested. 

mailto:brendawilson@wynntonumc.org


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Our Known Prayer Concerns: 

 

Sue Rogers  

Jennefer Spell 

John and Saunders Richey 

Brad Trim 

Glenn Killough 

Matthew Allen 

Anne Turner 

Calleen Gregory 

Bobby Porch 

 

Lexie McRae 

Kathy Draughon 

Norma Meadows 

Carolyn McCollum 

Teagan Gregory 

Eric Sears 

Dorothy Robinson 

Nancy Abernathy 

Will Rucker 

Christian Sympathy for loss of loved one: 

Renee & Glenn Summerlin & family 

Sandy Dryman & family 

Jerry Adams & family 

 Nancy Hammond & family 

Nancy Abernathy & family 

Mike Johnson & family 

Chris Alexander & family 

Steve Hale & family 

JOYFUL NOTES FROM THE CHOIR! 🎵 

 Charles Wesley was a prolific hymn writer.  From the time 

of his conversion in 1738, Wesley wrote an average of two 

hymns a week for fifty years, between five and six thousand 

hymns in his lifetime.  It has been said that Charles Wesley 

composed his hymns to bring theology to the heart, where 

people experience God's love in profound ways.  After 

completing his studies at Oxford, Charles volunteered to 

travel to Georgia, a new colony in America, as a missionary.  

His experience did not go well, and he left America ill and 

depressed.  Finding himself in a spiritual crisis, he started 

attending meetings led by Moravian Christian, Peter Boehler.  

On Sunday, May 21, 1738, Charles Wesley wrote, "I now 

find myself at peace with God, and rejoiced in the hope of 

loving Christ.  I saw that by faith I stood."  On Tuesday, May 

23, Wesley wrote in his journal "I began a hymn upon my 

conversion."  There is no definitive proof, but many 

historians believe the hymn written in response to his 

conversion was "And Can it Be?".  

Wesley's hymn, "And Can it Be?", is filled with powerful and 

vivid testimony.  This Sunday, the Chancel Choir will sing 

Benjamin Harlan's setting of Wesley's hymn.  Harlan's 

arrangement is flowing and lyrical, and promises to touch the 

heart with God's "Amazing Love!". 

"Amazing Love" by Benjamin Harlan from "Risen This Day" 

And can it be that I should gain an int'rest in the Savior's 

blood. Died He for me?  who caused His pain!  For me?  who 

Him to death pursued? Amazing love!  How can it be that 

Thou, my God, should die for me? Amazing love!  How can 

it be that Thou should die for me? No condemnation now I 

dread; Jesus, and all in Him is mine! Alive in Him, my living 

Head, and clothed in righteousness divine. 'Tis mercy all, 

immense and free; O praise my God, it reaches me. Amazing 

love!  How can it be?  Amazing love!  How can it be? that 

Thou, my God, should die for me?  Amazing love! How can 

it be?  that Thou, my God, should die for me?" 

God's Great Peace to You! 

Diana B. 

WYNNTON NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK 

The food pantry helped 307 families in February, 

giving out 1,259 bags of food. Those families 

contained 892 individuals, including 372 

children. In addition, we assisted 39 families 

with their utility bills, spending $3,668.10. 

Thanks to our incredibly generous congregations, 

we've been able to continue to serve the needy in 

Columbus throughout this extraordinary time. 

You have all been great! 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

3-7-21 

General Fund..…………..........................25,197.00 

Endowment Fund………………..…...….....710.00 

Music…………………………………..….…10.00 

Other Donations…………...………...…....…55.00 

Wynnton Neighborhood Network……….…625.00 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, March 14 
 

9:30 a.m. Virtual Sunday School - Facebook Live 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 

Rev. J Grantham - Streams Live on 

Facebook 

11:00 a.m. The Link - Fellowship Hall  

  Rev. Greg Harrison 

5:30 p.m. Basement - Youth 

 

Tuesday, March 16 
 

9:45- 12:15p.m. Open Door Circles - Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesday, March 17 
 

10:00 a.m. Women’s Zoom Bible Study 

6:00 p.m. Community Prayer Service 

6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, March 18 
 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Zoom Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. Backpacks of Grace 

   

March 14: Matthew 15:1-20, Leviticus 24-25,       

                   Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 

March 15: Matthew 15:21-39, Leviticus 26-27,            

                   Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:26 

March 16: Matthew 16, Numbers 1-2,  

                   Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 

March 17: Matthew 17, Numbers 3-4, Ecclesiastes   

                   3:16 - 4:16 

March 18: Matthew 18:1-17, Numbers 5-6,       

                   Ecclesiastes 5 

March 19: Matthew 18:18-35, Numbers  

                  7-8, Ecclesiastes 6 

March 20: Matthew 19:1-15, Numbers 9-10,       

                   Ecclesiastes 7 

 

14 Susan Holcomb, Harry Lubin 

15 Haley Culpepper, Robert Murdock 

16 Danielle Edwards 

17 Alex Coats 

19 Sharon Lyon 

20 Joan Colquitt, Chuck McDaniel, Sawyer 

Harrison 

 

 

 

  

 

 

PASTOR ON-CALL 

For emergencies March 12-14, 

Rev. J Grantham 706-681-3258 

 

SUNDAY’S SERMON 

Are You Ready for the Real Jesus? 

Mark 8:27-38 

Rev. J Grantham 

WYNNTON NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK 

In a recent sermon, Pastor J talked about the tradition of 

“giving up something” for Lent. March is Wynnton’s 

month to donate food to fill the pantry at the Network, 

and a great opportunity to act on Pastor J’s challenge. 

Grocery bags with a suggested list of items needed have 

been placed in the church. Among the suggested items 

are canned meat, vegetable, beans, tomato products, 

fruit, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti noodles and sauce, 

peanut butter, jelly, rice, and soup. Please take one and 

fill it with your donations and then return it to the 

church. There will also be a drive by drop off of your 

donations on Saturday, March 13th between 10:00 and 

12:00. Volunteers will be available under the portico to 

unload your food donations. Your generosity will fulfill 

the ministry of the Network to help those in our 

community who are in need.  

If you would also like to make a financial contribution, 

Wynnton Neighborhood Network now has a website at 

wynntonneighborhoodnetwork.org and there is a link to 

accept online donations. Thank you for your support. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WYNNTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

NAME OF DONOR: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Lilies given: 

 

IN HONOR OF: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

You may pick up your lily after the 11:00 a.m. service on April 4. 

 

Please fill out this form and return to the church office along with your payment of $15.00 each.  

 

Return No Later Than  

Sunday, March 21, 2021 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


