
 

 
Food for thought from J                                                                                                         November 22, 2020 
  

There is no doubt that since March of this year, when all of our lives were upended by COVID19, the question I 

have been asked most frequently has not been one of theology or even politics. No, what people I talk with 

regularly want to know the most is: how is the church doing? While the answer I have given to that question has 

varied based on when it was asked and what was going on around us at the time, I have noted, typically, the 

positive response of our church family in accessing our online activities and the solid financial condition the 

church has continued to enjoy, thanks to your financial stewardship, as indications of our church’s overall health.   

 

Recently though, I believe we can all take heart in “how our church is doing” based on 2 additional indicators. 

The first of these is the rate of attendance we have experienced as we have resumed our in-person worship. During 

several recent meetings I have attended with pastors from churches of different denominations inside and outside 

of Columbus, anecdotal data seems to indicate that our members and constituents are returning for in-person 

worship at rates that are comparable to several of the larger Columbus churches and higher than similarly situated 

churches. In fact, a friend of mine who is the pastor of a church that is very comparable to Wynnton in terms of 

pre-COVID membership and attendance told me recently that they were averaging a total of 25-30 per week in 

their “live” worship compared to the almost 100 people we are seeing each week in our combined traditional and 

Link services. 

 

Of course, numbers are not everything, and I am even more encouraged by the rate at which the general activity 

level in the church has continued to move back toward pre-COVID levels. As I have mentioned for a couple of 

weeks now, all you have to do is look at our newsletter, our website, or our Facebook page to see new 

opportunities to participate in church activities arising every week. While it was common during the Spring and 

Summer for our newsletter to fit on the front and back of one page and to consist of just this “Food for thought” 

and one or two additional items, now our newsletter is 4+ pages long and filled with announcements and 

opportunities to be involved in the ministries of our church. What a great sign of the returning vitality of our 

church and the central place it occupies in the lives of our members!  

 

To be sure, things aren’t back to normal yet, and we need to continue to exercise caution in our in-person church 

activities, as well as our personal lives. But as we enter this season of Thanksgiving, we can all be very thankful 

that with God’s help we are moving ahead safely toward the day when we will emerge stronger to build and live 

God’s kingdom.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

In memory of John McLaughlin by Martha & Johnny 

Daffin 

In memory of Robert Taylor by Jenny Horton; Martha & 

Johnny Daffin; Neita & John Denny 

GIFTS OF LOVE 

In honor of Cliff Livingston by Cindy & Randy Autry 

In honor of Jerry Adams by Cindy & Randy Autry 

In honor of John Richey by Cindy & Randy Autry 

In honor of Bob Gilstrap by Cindy & Randy Autry 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY 

To Kenny McLaughlin in the death of his father, John A. McLaughlin, of Clearwater, FL on Nov. 1, 2020.  

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

If you are interested in putting Chancel Flowers in 

the Sanctuary, please call the church office. 

Youth group has resumed. We meet from 5:30-

7:30 p.m.! Please wear masks. Temperatures will 

be taken at the door.  

 

 

 

The New Beginnings Class is selling poinsettias as a 

fundraiser. The profit from the sales will go to various 

missions and projects. These poinsettias will come 

from the same wholesaler that we used last year. They 

will be in 6.5-inch pots and will sell for $10 each. You 

may request that the pot(s) you purchase be placed in 

the Sanctuary or the Link service for the Advent 

season. Please fill in the information on the order form, 

attach your check or cash and place in the offering 

plate or see any New Beginnings member to make your 

purchase. Thank you for your participation. Please 

make checks payable to New Beginnings. Deadline is 

Sunday, December 3, 2020. Delivery date is Dec. 10th. 

JOYFUL NOTES FROM THE CHOIR! 🎵 

This Sunday, Christ the King Sunday, the Chancel Choir 

will sing an anthem of praise to remind us that the Son of 

God humbled himself by becoming human and dying on the 

cross, and He is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords forever.  

Perhaps Paul said it best in his great hymn to Christ in 

Philippians 2:5-11 

"Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of a God, did not regard equality 

with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death- even death on a 

cross.  Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave 

him the name that is above every name, so that at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bend in heaven and in earth and 

under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the Glory of the Father." 

Chancel Choir Anthem: 

"He is Exalted with O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing" 

arranged by Stan Pethel 

"He is exalted the King is exalted on high I will praise Him. 

He is exalted forever exalted   And I will praise His name! 

He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign. Heaven and 

earth rejoice in His holy name. He is exalted the King is 

exalted on high. 

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's 

praise, the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of His 

grace! 

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, to 

spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name. 

He is exalted the King is exalted on high. I will praise Him. 

He is exalted forever exalted And I will praise His name!" 

God's Great Peace to You! 

Diana B. 

 

The Chancel Flowers are given today 

in loving memory of Ed Crawford by 

his wife, Sarah, and daughters, 

Elizabeth, Susan, and Katherine. 

Flower Delivery 

Cindy Autry 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SUNDAY’S SERMON 

Finding Thanksgiving 

Romans 1:18-25 

Rev. J Grantham 

PECAN SALE 

The Joyful Noise Sunday School Class is selling pecans 

again, and we are happy to announce the prices remain 

the same as last year. Since we are not yet meeting with 

our Sunday School classes, please call any member of 

the Joyful Noise class to place your order. Our last order 

will be placed around December 6. Thank you for 

supporting this mission project!  

Prices 

1 lb. halves $12.00 

1/2 lb halves $7.00 

1 lb. pieces $12.00 

1/2 lb. chocolates $8.00 

 

 

If you wish to deliver your OCC shoeboxes to a 

collection site yourself or if you miss our deadline, here 

is where I would suggest you take them. 

Ambassadors of Christ Ministries 

Curbside Drop Off Location (you can sign in with 

phone or fill out hard copy) 

4817 Milgen Road, Columbus, GA 31907 

19 Thursday 5:30-7:30,  

20 Friday 11:30-1:30 

Wynnton Neighborhood Network 

November is Wynnton’s month to collect food to stock 

the pantry at the Wynnton Neighborhood Network. This 

time of the year, the Network is preparing for a busy 

holiday season, so please be generous with your 

donations. Bags with a list of suggested items needed 

have been placed in the church. Take one or more of the 

bags, fill them and return your bags to the collection bin 

located in the main hallway across from the Fellowship 

Hall. There will also be a drive by drop off on Saturday 

November 7th and 14th between 10:00 and 12:00. 

Volunteers will be waiting under the Portico to unload 

your food donations. Among the items needed are canned 

vegetables, meat, fruit, tomato products, cranberry sauce, 

yams, stuffing mix, evaporated milk, cream of mushroom 

soup, corn bread mix, chicken broth, and peanut butter 

and jelly. As always thank you for your generous support 

of the Wynnton Neighborhood Network. 

 

The Saints Alive Committee is sponsoring eight boys 

ages 16-19 for Christmas.  These boys are always the 

ones most people do not desire to help.  The states Child 

Protective Services ages them out and they have no 

family to turn to; but this year they have Wynnton UMC 

to make their Christmas special.  These boys are housed 

in the Davis Cottage at Carpenter’s Way Ranch for boys, 

formally “Our House”, and is the Columbus Campus of 

the UM Children’s Home of South Georgia. 

If you would like to help with this cause, please contact 

Pastor Kim.  Remember only help if your heart desires to 

do so! 

If you have a need for a lift chair, please call the 

church office at 706-324-2424. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11-15-20 

General Fund..………….......................10,651.00 

Endowment…………………….………....115.00 

Other Income………………..…...…...…..110.00 

Thanksgiving……………………………..150.00 

Wynnton Neighborhood Network…..…..…50.00 

 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, November 22 

 

9:30 a.m.    Virtual Sunday School - Facebook Live 

Rev. Greg Harrison 

  Rev. Kim Evans 
 

11:00 a.m. Streaming Sunday Worship 

Rev. J Grantham - Facebook Premier 
 

11:00 a.m. The Link - Fellowship Hall 

  Rev. Greg Harrison 
 

5:30 p.m. Basement - Youth Group 

 

Monday, November 23 

 

6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 

Wednesday, November 25 

 

10:00 a.m. Women’s Zoom Bible Study 

 

Thursday, November 26 

 

Office Closed – Happy               

              Thanksgiving 

 

Friday, November 27 

 

  Office Closed 

November 22: 1 Peter 5, Jeremiah 39-40, Psalm 138 

November 23: 2 Peter 1, Jeremiah 41-42, Psalm 139 

November 24:  2 Peter 2, Jeremiah 43-44, Psalm 140 

November 25:  2 Peter 3, Jeremiah 45-46, Psalm 141  

November 26: Galatians 1, Jeremiah 47-48, Psalm 142 

November 27: Galatians 2, Jeremiah 49-50. Psalm 143 

November 28: Galatians 3:1-20, Jeremiah 51-52,   

                         Psalm 144 

 

22 Chuck Carpenter, Marlene Culpepper, 

Bob Lyon, Chip Torbert 

23 Lynda Gantt, Hunter Greer, Nancy Hood, 

Bennett Massey, Gib Richardson 

24 Clara Martin 

26 Jeanine Cotton 

27 Nancy Carrion, Erika George 

28 Walt Hart 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

PASTOR ON-CALL 

For emergencies Nov. 20-22, 

Rev. Greg Harrison 478-955-1577 

 

Our Known Prayer Concerns: 

 

Sue Rogers  

Bob and Judy Ottman 

Jennefer Spell 

John and Saunders Richey 

Brad Trim 

Glenn Killough 

 

Lexie McRae 

Jim Dryman & family 

Jean Adams 

Kathy Draughon 

Ralph Hammond 

Norma Meadows 

Colleen Gregory 

Christian Sympathy for loss of loved one: 

                Family of Carolyn Belk 

                Family of Louie Willett 

                  Family of Cloie Porch 

 

 


