
 

Food for thought from J 

 

I am often asked, “How are we going to attract new people to the church?” or “What can we do to grow our church and fill 

our pews again?” These are great questions that reveal a sincere desire by those asking to bring more people into Christian 

community through Wynnton. But if you look around most Sundays, it is also clear that God is sending people to us now. We 

just need to acknowledge them and then reach out and help them become a part of our family here at Wynnton. Since the 

beginning of 2019, we have received 9 new members, excluding the confirmation class, and 8 of these have joined in the last 

7 months! On top of this though, we have new visitors almost every week – and many returning and regular guests that have 

become an integral part of our church; they just haven’t joined yet. 

 

While this is all great news, if we want this to continue, if we want the folks who come to us one time to return a second and 

third time, if we want them to get involved in the church and become part of our work building and living God’s kingdom 

here at Wynnton, then we must have a vital and effective hospitality and welcoming program. Furthermore, every one of us 

needs to play a part in it. Unfortunately, while we have tried to be diligent in the way we welcome the guests God places in 

our path, and many of our members are dedicated greeters and hosts, we have never really been able to fill all the slots we 

need to fill each week to make sure we are welcoming all of our guests appropriately, collecting their contact information, 

and answering their questions about our church.  

 

To address this need, we announced last week that we will be refocusing on welcoming and hospitality for the foreseeable 

future. The first way we will do this is by encouraging all of our members to sign up for one of the following roles: 

 

Gateway Greeters – will be those first people our guests meet. They will be stationed at our exterior doors and walking the 

halls looking for new faces. When they find them, these greeters will introduce themselves, collect contact information from 

the guest, and provide them with one of our new informational handouts. 

 

Worship Welcomers – will play much the same role as those above with the exception that they will do it from the pews and 

chairs of our worship services. Before, during, and after worship, these volunteers will be looking for new faces in our 

sanctuary and fellowship hall and they will take the first appropriate opportunity to speak to them, collect their contact 

information, and provide them with our new informational handout. 

 

Pastor’s Partners – will serve as a final safety net for those guests who make it to the exit line following each week’s 

worship service without encountering either a Gateway Greeter or a Worship Welcomer. 

 

Follow-up Friends – will take the contact information we receive and reach out to these guests by email, phone, or a 

personal note the following week, introducing themselves and inviting the guest to return. 

 

We will support the efforts of all the volunteers in these areas by equipping the with some ideas on how best to approach 

people you don’t recognize, with forms on which to collect contact information, and a new handout that will summarize all 

the activities, classes, small groups, and ministries we have going around here. For this refocus on welcoming and hospitality 

to be a long-term success, however, this has to be something that becomes a fundamental part of what we do around here, 

and it must become something that everyone is involved in! 

 

For the next few weeks we will maintain stations around the church where you can sign up for these various welcoming jobs 

for the second quarter of the year. There is really no reason why anyone cannot and should not want to be a part of these 

activities if we are serious about following the example and the teaching of Christ. I hope each of you will prayerfully 

consider how God is speaking to you about this opportunity to serve at a new and higher level and that you will agree to 

provide the guests God sends us with the welcome they deserve. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
March 1: Matthew 8:14-34, Leviticus 1-2,  

                 Proverbs 19 

March 2: Matthew 9:1-17, Leviticus 3-4,  

                 Proverbs 20 

March 3: Matthew 9:18-38, Leviticus 5-6,  

                Proverbs 21 

March 4: Matthew 10:1-25, Leviticus 7-8,  

                 Proverbs 22 

March 5: Matthew 10:26-42, Leviticus 9-10,       

                 Proverbs 23 

March 6: Matthew 11:1-19, Leviticus 11-12,        

                 Proverbs 24 

March 7: Matthew 11:20-30, Leviticus 13,  

                 Proverbs 25  

    

 

 
2 Lynn Christenson 

3 Andrew Hubbard, Ellie Martin, Collin McCann,  

Bob McKoy, David Pringle 

4 Cynthia Kelley, Margie Spurlin, Larry White 

5 Nathan Baker, Judy Peek, Martha Sherman 

6 J.T. Tayor 

7 Avery Dryman, Doug Morris 

 

 

 

 
Sunday School……………….……………..........147 

8:30 a.m…………………………….………….….64 

The Link……………………………..….…….…..30 
11:00 a.m.…………………………..…………....143 

Other…………………………………………..…..12 

Total Worship Service….......................................249 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unified Budget…………………….……...11,496.50 

Backpacks of Grace….……………................320.00 

Endowment…………………………............…70.00 

Missions (Sunday School)……………..….......68.00 

Music…………..…………………….…......…50.00 

Children’s Fund………...……………….….....25.00 

 

 

Usher-in-Chief: Bob Gilstrap 

Ushers: 8:30 - Harold Hill  

Ushers: 11:00 - CPT John Richey 

Bruce Boretsky, Kermitt Cox, John Denny, Ralph 

Hammond, Bill Pope, Gib Richardson, Tommy 

Hudson, Bill White 

Offering Trustees: Kaye Hill, Randy Autry 

Altar Guild: Beth Kelley 

Flower Delivery: Virginia Bonner 

Men of Courage: Team 8: Jesse Kelley, Johnny 

Daffin, Joe Bannon 

Acolytes: 8:30 - Charlotte Chism 

Children’s Church: 

Infant Nursery: Pam Gilstrap 

Nursery 2 & 3: Erin Miley, Kenny Evans 

Pre-K--3rd Grades: Kim Evans, Beth Bush 

 

 
South - 9:30 - Ramona Andresen 

South -10:30 - Rob Harbison, Lisa Stephens, Hallie 

Taylor 

North - 10:30 - Martha Daffin, Mary Mims 

The Link - Alyssa Edwards 
 

 
Traditional - 8:30 – Beth Hendrickson 

SUNDAY’S SERMON 

 

Rev. J Grantham – Traditional 

An Authorized Biography 

John 1:1-18 

 
 

Rev. Paul Coats – Link 

Farmer and His Seed 

Matthew 13:3-23 

 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week we worshipped in the Children’s 

Center.  We learned about Joseph, the Forgiving 

Tracker.  Joseph forgave his brother for harming 

him and was used by God to save his people.  We 

also talked about the meaning of Ash Wednesday 

and the season of Lent. 

And don’t forget how much fun our toddlers 

have! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This week we will worship in the Sanctuary, 

receiving Communion in the traditional setting. 

 

 

March Dates to Remember 

March 1st - Traditional Worship 

March 8th - WYNK Worship 

March 15th - Link Worship 

March 22nd - WYNK Worship 

March 29th - Take 5 and Unity Service (No 

Sunday school or WYNK) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

We had such a great time in West Virginia on our ski trip. 

The Lord protected us from injury and illness and gave us 

some unique opportunities to love and serve some people 

we came in contact with. Thank you to all that prayed for 

us and our trip.  

“Thank you all so much for making this amazing trip 

possible. The ski trip helped me and everyone else who 

attended to grow closer in our relationship with God and 

to show the ideals of Jesus’s teachings to others.” 

- Garrett Walker 

 

“Thank you to everyone who gave a donation for the ski 

trip scholarship. It allowed a lot of us to go on the ski trip 

and all of us had a blast. Thank you so much!”  

- Annsley Corkron 

 

Ian Allen, Youth Director 

 

TAKE FIVE takes place every Fifth Sunday 

Morning at 9:45 a.m. during the Sunday 

School hour. We spend time mingling with 

fellow church members, enjoying breakfast 

and coffee. Make plans to come to the 

Fellowship Hall during that time in place of 

your usual Sunday School class. Please 

bring a covered dish breakfast item to share. 

Mark your calendar for this year’s dates! 

March 29, 2020    May 31, 2020      

August 30, 2020 

Looking For Midtown Classic Race Sponsors 

As we prepare for our 13th Annual Midtown 

Classic, please contact Lisa Stephens or Mary Nell 

Blasingame or the church office if your business 

would like to sponsor our race. There are different 

sponsor levels available and we would appreciate 

your support! The race is coming up on April 18. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Church and Community Easter Egg Hunt 

Join us for our East Wynnton Community 

Easter Egg Hunt at Wynnton UMC! 

Date: Sunday, April 5th 

Time: 12:30-2:30pm 

Where: Wynnton United Methodist Church 

What: Easter Egg Hunt, cookout, games, face 

painting, bouncy house, a dramatization of the 

Easter Story, music, fun and fellowship! 

 

 

PARABLES OF JESUS 

A six-week exploration of Jesus’ teaching 

Sunday, March 1, 2020 

9:45 a.m.  –  Library 

(Bring your Bible, one you can mark in. 

You will need it) 
 

For more information, contact Rev. Paul Coats 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

In memory of Eddie Copeland by Danette Copeland 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chancel Flowers are given today 

in loving memory of Callaway and 

Lois Brown by Joe and Dorothy 

Batastini. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To Maria and Joe Bannon on the birth of a 

granddaughter, Karter Lei Sorensen, on February 19, 

2020. Parents are Taylor and Kelci Sorensen of 

McDonough, GA. 

Volunteers Needed for Community Easter Egg 

Hunt, Games and Easter Dramatization 

Easter Egg Hunt - April 5, 2020. For years our church 

has held an Easter egg hunt to inspire joy in our 

children. This year we hope to expand on the recent 

success of our outreach to the community that we 

enjoyed during Holy-ween last fall. We plan to invite 

the community again to our Easter activity and we will 

need volunteers to help with games. This year under 

Pastor Kim’s leadership, Wynnton’s new Family 

Ministry Committee has added an educational 

component to the Easter egg hunt to tell the story of 

the Passion Week of Jesus. For some of our visitors, 

this may be their first exposure to the life, death and 

resurrection of Christ. With your help, we want to 

walk the children and their parents in groups through 

mini lessons on a part of that week in Jesus’ life. We 

are asking adult Sunday school classes (who are able) 

and the youth Sunday school to read a portion of the 

Passion Story, or do a skit lasting approximately five 

minutes. We have selected five scenes that tell the 

story of the last days of Jesus. However, if your class 

is willing to help, how you do the story is completely 

up to your class. Contact Pastor Kim or Rob Harbison 

for more information if you are interested in helping 

with telling the Passion Story on April 5. 

R.harbison@mchsi.com, (706) 289-3082. 

The scenes are: 

1. The Last Supper 

2. Prayer in the garden and arrest 

3. Trials before the Sanhedrin and Pilot (the youth 

have already volunteered for this) 

4. Crucifixion/words from the cross 

5. The women at the empty tomb 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

Wynnton UMC College Scholarship 

The Scholarship Committee is now accepting 

applications for the 2020 College Scholarship. The 

scholarship is for members of Wynnton pursuing any 

field of study at an accredited school of higher 

learning. Applications along with guidelines for the 

scholarship are now available in the church office. All 

applications must be received in the church office no 

later than May 1, 2020.  For any further information, 

please call the church office at 706-324-2424.  

 

Blessing of the House 

Sunday, March 1 at 2:00 p.m.  

2907 10th St. 

Everyone is invited to attend  

Marietta Jenkins is the new owner 

 

 

PLEASE HELP OUR PARTNER-IN-

EDUCATION, Wynnton Arts Academy 

 

Wynnton Arts Academy will be having their next PBIS 

(Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports) 

celebration on Friday, March 13. These bi-monthly 

celebrations reward those students who have earned 

a certain number of points by “doing the right thing.” 

The school is asking for donations of assorted baked 

goods —cookies, brownies, cakes, pies, etc. Items 

donated will be divided into portion size, and all 

homemade or bakery items are greatly appreciated. If 

you are willing to bake something or pick up 

something from a bakery, please contact Carolyn 

Holland (usualtigerfan@gmail.com or call/text 225-

505-3060) or sign up in your Sunday School class. The 

items are to be delivered to Wynnton Arts Academy 

no later than Thursday, March 12, or you can bring 

your items to the church no later than Wednesday, 

March 11. If you need your container returned, 

please put your name and phone number on the 

container. Thank you for your support of our 

Partner-in-Education. 

 

 

mailto:usualtigerfan@gmail.com


 

 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

Communion Sunday 

         March 1, 2019                                                     8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

First Sunday in Lent                                                                                                   Liturgical Color: White 

 

WELCOME, REGISTRATION………..…...........................................................................Rev. J Grantham 

  

*THE PEACE 

 

PRELUDE: Worship Medley: O Worship the King with You Are My All in All…………….Donna Thigpen 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 269 (vs. 1, 4 & 5)…………..…....….Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days 

 

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH NO. 881....................................................................... Rev. Kim Evans 

 

*THE GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

◊CHILDREN’S SERMON……………………………………………….…………..……..….Gloria Toelle 

+CHILDREN’S SERMON……………………………………………….…………..….….Rev. Kim Evans 

 

THE OFFERING 

Offertory Prayer………………………..................................................................................Rev. Kim Evans 

◊Offertory Anthem: Grace Greater Than Our Sin (arr. by Stan Pethel)…..….…..................…Wesley Choir 

+Offertory Anthem: Jesus, Full of Grace (by N. Elsing and R. Sterling)….…………..…..….Chancel Choir 

 Precious Jesus, more full of Grace than I of sin, open Your arms and take me in. 

Great Redeemer, free me from my own selfish will, and love this faithless sinner still. 

Oh, Jesus full of grace, make me more like You.  Illuminate my heart  

'til Your love shines through.  May Your perfect love be all I pursue. 

Jesus, full of grace, make me more like You.   

Patient Shepherd, You know the way to bring me back. Restore in me the faith I lack. 

Gentle Healer, please make my broken pieces whole, my fallen spirit to console. 

Oh, Jesus full of grace... 

The ruins of my soul repair. Please make my heart Your house of prayer. 

Oh, Jesus full of grace make me more like You.  Illuminate my heart  

'til Your love shines through.  May Your perfect will be all I pursue. 

Jesus full of grace, make me more like You. 

                                                                                                         

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MESSAGE: Jesus: An Authorized Biography (John 1:1-18)…………..…………….……Rev. J Grantham 

 

HOLY COMMUNION (Word and Table II page 12)………………………………..….…Rev. J Grantham 

    (Speak to an usher about availability of gluten-free crackers) 

 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 378 (vs. 1, 2, 3 & 6) ..…………………..….……….........Amazing Grace 

 

*SPOKEN BENEDICTION…………………………………….….…..………..….........…Rev. J Grantham 
 

POSTLUDE: Agnus Dei………………….........................................................................…..Donna Thigpen 

  *Please stand as you are able                                                         ◊8:30 only   +11:00 only   

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  WEEKLY CALENDAR 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 1 

  7:55 a.m. Wesley Choir Rehearsal  

  8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service - Sanctuary  

  9:30 a.m. Fellowship Break with coffee & juice 

        9:45 a.m. Sunday School Classes for Adults, Youth & Children 

  9:45 a.m. Parables of Jesus - Library 

 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service - Sanctuary 

 11:00 a.m. The Link Contemporary Service - Fellowship Hall 

 11:00 a.m. Wynk Worship - Children’s Center 

 2:00 p.m. Wynnton Neighborhood Housing - Blessing of the House  

 5:00 p.m. Pew to 5K - Lakebottom Park   

 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Basement - Youth 

 

 

Monday, March 2 

 10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study -  Library 

 10:00 a.m. Communion Service - Covenant Woods   

  6:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study - Home of Beth Hendrickson 

    

  

Tuesday, March 3 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting - Library 

 10:00 a.m. Quilting Group - Alpha Building 

 6:00 p.m. Wynnton Neighborhood Housing - Library  

 6:30 p.m. TnT Small Group - Home of Linda and Wallace Twiggs 

  

  

Wednesday, March 4 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study - Sojourner’s Class 

6:00 p.m. Community Prayer - Chapel 

6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal   

 
 

Thursday, March 5 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study - Wynnton Rd. Burger King 

       10:30 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry - Library 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

PASTOR ON-CALL 
For emergencies Feb. 28-March 1, 

Rev. Kim Evans 843-598-0707 

 

 


