
 

DISCOVERING THE PARABLES OF YOUR LIFE 
 

 

Everyone has a story, one that is rooted in the experience of life: losing your first tooth, losing a friend; a sudden downpour 

that soaked you to the bone or that biting cold that pierced your warmest clothing; finding money on the street that was 

enough to buy your next meal or meeting someone whose friendship changed your life for the better. This—more than our 

hairless bodies, opposable thumbs, brain size, or awareness of our own certain death—is what separates us from God's other 

creatures. 

What is your story? I know you have one—hundreds, perhaps thousands of them. Here is something to contemplate: if God 

is everywhere in every moment and time, where is God in your story? 

The parables of Jesus are the most compelling part of his teaching. We may forget this or that saying, but the stories he told 

us stick with us. Why? Because every parable Jesus ever told is about you and the Kingdom of God. 

Someone shows you a group photo. Whose image do you seek out first? Is it not your own, someone you care about, a 

relative, a person whose life interests you? No wonder Jesus used stories that are ultimately about you and me to talk about 

the Kingdom of God. 

Since long before written history we have shared stories of important events with our fellow humans around campfires, on 

walks, in the midst of our daily work, when sick or troubled or attempting to convey some bit of wisdom we acquired 

through the experience of life. What a natural and compelling way for Jesus to reveal the deepest aspects of Kingdom Living 

to those who seek to be one with God. A story connects at the level of our souls precisely because each one of us is a story 

that God is telling in the life he grants to each of us. 

I once knew a man who was a master joke teller. For any imaginable event of life, he had two or three jokes at the ready. His 

timing was impeccable, and there were only as many details as were necessary for setting up the punchline. He was a choir 

member and I was the director, and one night when he came to rehearsal, he was without a single joke to tell. That afternoon 

he learned his wife had terminal cancer. I cannot recall a single joke he told, but I will never forget the look on his face that 

evening. 

God was present in that moment, announcing to everyone present that this man needed help. He needed someone to comfort 

him. And God was calling to everyone present to be that one. 

The Parables of Jesus class continues every Sunday at 9:45am in the Library through Lent. If you are eager to learn more 

about the masterful storytelling of Jesus and how to unlock the story God is telling in your life, I wait with open arms to 

welcome you to this class. 

 

Pastor Paul Coats 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GIFTS OF LOVE 

In honor of Alice McCown Smith by Faye Mock 

 

 

 

 

The Chancel Flowers are given today 

in loving memory of Eyler Dee Larson, 

Jr. by Diana and Marc Boensel. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
March 8: Matthew 12:1-21, Leviticus 14,  

Proverbs 26 

March 9: Matthew 12:22-50, Leviticus 15-16, 

Proverbs 27 

March 10: Matthew 13:1-23, Leviticus 17-18, 

Proverbs 28 

March 11: Matthew 13:24-58, Leviticus 19, 

Proverbs 29 

March 12: Matthew 14:1-21, Leviticus 20-21, 

Proverbs 30 

March 13: Matthew 14:22-36, Leviticus 22-23, 

Proverbs 31 

March 14: Matthew 15:1-20, Leviticus 24-25, 

Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 

 

    

 

 
9 Jim Fuller, Ryan Toelle 

10 Ruthann Tincher 

11 Brad Carne, Allison Ehouse, Jamie Massey 

13 Jennie Payne, Reese Weierick, Ryan Yates 

14 Harry Lubin 

 

 

 

 
Sunday School……………….……………..........147 

8:30 a.m…………………………….………….….53 

The Link……………………………..….…….…..38 
11:00 a.m.…………………………..…………....145 

Other…………………………………………..…..14 

Total Worship Service….......................................250 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unified Budget…………………….……...22,937.00 

Endowment…………………………............…10.00 

Missions (Sunday School)……………….........64.00 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund………….……….69.09 

Wynn. Neighborhood Housing……….….....…20.00 

 

 

Usher-in-Chief: Bob Gilstrap 

Ushers: 8:30 - Harold Hill  

Ushers: 11:00 - CPT John Richey 

Bruce Boretsky, Kermitt Cox, John Denny, Ralph 

Hammond, Bill Pope, Gib Richardson, Tommy 

Hudson, Bill White 

Offering Trustees: Penny Lamb, Randy Autry 

Altar Guild: Beth Kelley 

Flower Delivery: Mary Nell Blasingame 

Men of Courage: Team 1: Bennett Massey, Mike 

Stephens, Steve Tincher 

Acolytes: 8:30 – Natalie Hubbard 

Children’s Church: 

Infant Nursery: Pam Gilstrap 

Nursery 2 & 3: Marcia Therrien, Kenny Evans 

Pre-K--3rd Grades: Sabrina Hart, Beth Bush 

 

 
South - 9:30 - Ramona Andresen 

South -10:30 - Rob Harbison, Lisa Stephens, Hallie 

Taylor 

North - 10:30 - Martha Daffin, Mary Mims 

The Link - Alyssa Edwards 
 

 
Traditional - 8:30 – Beth Hendrickson 

SUNDAY’S SERMON 

Rev. J Grantham – Traditional 

Now That’s a Sign! 

John 2:1-11 

 
 

Rev. Paul Coats – Link 

Casting Your Net 

Matthew 13:47-50 

 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week we worshipped in the traditional 

service.  We talked about sacrifice, what it meant 

to be ordained in the UMC tradition and prayed 

for Pastor J as he prepares for his final ordination 

interviews. 

 
 

This week we will worship in the WYNK 

Children’s Center and learn about Miriam, the 

brave tracker. 

 

The children are collecting bars of soap and 

washcloths to store for the Operation Christmas 

Child boxes this year.  If you are out shopping, 

pick up some to share.  Please bring them to the 

children's center and we will get them to the 

committee. 

March Dates to Remember 

March 8th - WYNK Worship 

March 15th - Link Worship 

March 22nd - WYNK Worship 

March 29th - Take 5 and Unity Service (No 

Sunday school or WYNK) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We had such a great time in West Virginia on our ski trip. 

The Lord protected us from injury and illness and gave us 

some unique opportunities to love and serve some people 

we came in contact with. Thank you to all that prayed for 

us and our trip.  

“Thank you all so much for making this amazing trip 

possible. The ski trip helped me and everyone else who 

attended to grow closer in our relationship with God and 

to show the ideals of Jesus’s teachings to others.” 

- Garrett Walker 

 

“Thank you to everyone who gave a donation for the ski 

trip scholarship. It allowed a lot of us to go on the ski trip 

and all of us had a blast. Thank you so much!”  

- Annsley Corkron 

 

Ian Allen, Youth Director 

 

TAKE FIVE takes place every Fifth Sunday 

Morning at 9:45 a.m. during the Sunday 

School hour. We spend time mingling with 

fellow church members, enjoying breakfast 

and coffee. Make plans to come to the 

Fellowship Hall during that time in place of 

your usual Sunday School class. Please 

bring a covered dish breakfast item to share. 

Mark your calendar for this year’s dates! 

March 29, 2020    May 31, 2020      

August 30, 2020 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Church and Community Easter Egg Hunt 

Join us for our East Wynnton Community 

Easter Egg Hunt at Wynnton UMC! 

Date: Sunday, April 5th 

Time: 12:30-2:30pm 

Where: Wynnton United Methodist Church 

What: Easter Egg Hunt, cookout, games, face 

painting, bouncy house, a dramatization of the 

Easter Story, music, fun and fellowship! 

 

 

Looking For Midtown Classic Race Sponsors 

As we prepare for our 13th Annual Midtown 

Classic, please contact Lisa Stephens or Mary Nell 

Blasingame or the church office if your business 

would like to sponsor our race. There are different 

sponsor levels available and we would appreciate 

your support! The race is coming up on April 18. 

 

PARABLES OF JESUS 

A six-week exploration of Jesus’ teaching that 

began on Sunday, March 1, 2020 

9:45 a.m.  –  Library 

(Bring your Bible, one you can mark in. 

You will need it) 
 

For more information, contact Rev. Paul Coats 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are in need of candy for the Easter Egg Hunt.                     

Please bring individually wrapped candy. Candy                       

that is not individually wrapped cannot be used.  

Beginning this Sunday, March 8th, there will be a 

container in the main hallway labeled Easter candy.  

We are trying something new this year and will not 

be filling the plastic eggs.  So please do not bring 

plastic eggs or eggs filled with candy.  The church 

will provide the plastic eggs.  Thanks so much. 

 

Volunteers Needed for Community Easter Egg 

Hunt, Games and Easter Dramatization 

Look for Sign-up Sheets in the Sunday School 

Envelopes and in the main hallway and Grimes 

Building Hallways beginning Sunday. 

Easter Egg Hunt - April 5, 2020. For years, our church 

has held an Easter egg hunt to inspire joy in our 

children. This year we hope to expand on the recent 

success of our outreach to the community that we 

enjoyed during Holy-ween last fall. We plan to invite 

the community again to our Easter activity and we will 

need volunteers to help with games. This year under 

Pastor Kim’s leadership, Wynnton’s new Family 

Ministry Committee has added an educational 

component to the Easter egg hunt to tell the story of the 

Passion Week of Jesus. For some of our visitors, this 

may be their first exposure to the life, death and 

resurrection of Christ. With your help, we want to walk 

the children and their parents in groups through mini- 

lessons on a part of that week in Jesus’ life. We are 

asking adult Sunday school classes (who are able) and 

the youth Sunday school to read a portion of the 

Passion Story, or do a skit lasting approximately five 

minutes. We have selected five scenes that tell the story 

of the last days of Jesus. However, if your class is 

willing to help, how you do the story is completely up 

to your class. Contact Pastor Kim or Rob Harbison for 

more information if you are interested in helping with 

telling the Passion Story on April 5. 

R.harbison@mchsi.com, (706) 289-3082. 

The scenes are: 

1. The Last Supper 

2. Prayer in the garden and arrest 

3. Trials before the Sanhedrin and Pilate (the youth 

have already volunteered for this) 

4. Crucifixion/words from the cross 

5. The women at the empty tomb 

 

 

 

IT’S CANDY 

TIME 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

Wynnton UMC College Scholarship 

The Scholarship Committee is now accepting 

applications for the 2020 College Scholarship. The 

scholarship is for members of Wynnton pursuing any 

field of study at an accredited school of higher 

learning. Applications along with guidelines for the 

scholarship are now available in the church office. All 

applications must be received in the church office no 

later than May 1, 2020.  For any further information, 

please call the church office at 706-324-2424.  

 

 

 

PLEASE HELP OUR PARTNER-IN-

EDUCATION, Wynnton Arts Academy 

 

Wynnton Arts Academy will be having their next PBIS 

(Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports) 

celebration on Friday, March 13. These bi-monthly 

celebrations reward those students who have earned 

a certain number of points by “doing the right thing.” 

The school is asking for donations of assorted baked 

goods —cookies, brownies, cakes, pies, etc. Items 

donated will be divided into portion size, and all 

homemade or bakery items are greatly appreciated. If 

you are willing to bake something or pick up 

something from a bakery, please contact Carolyn 

Holland (usualtigerfan@gmail.com or call/text 225-

505-3060) or sign up in your Sunday School class. The 

items are to be delivered to Wynnton Arts Academy 

no later than Thursday, March 12, or you can bring 

your items to the church no later than Wednesday, 

March 11. If you need your container returned, 

please put your name and phone number on the 

container. Thank you for your support of our 

Partner-in-Education. 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

Shoebox Ministry 

 

We are going to have a big OCC Packing Party in 

October.  To prepare for the party, we need to gather 

the gifts.  Each month we will suggest items to 

purchase.  Party bags are in each Sunday School class 

and a box is across from the library. 

Any time in March, please bring: bars of soap and 

washcloths. 

40 Day Prayer Challenge 

 

As we enter into the forty days of Lent, leading up to the 

most significant event in all of history, the glorious 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, I pray that all of you will be 

joining us in Draw the Circle, the 40 Day Prayer 

Challenge. If you do not have a copy of the book, you can 

stop by the church to get a free copy.  

Each Wednesday of Lent, at 5:45, we will join together 

for a light supper in the Fellowship Hall followed by 

worshipping together as we watch a video by Mark 

Batterson, the author. We will also discuss what we have 

read and prayed about for the seven days of the preceding 

week. Cost for each week’s meal is $5.00. Each week, 

please let us know by the end of the day Monday if you 

plan to attend. 

Many of our members who have taken this challenge in 

the past report that it has changed their life. I encourage 

each of you to give it a try.  

   

 

mailto:usualtigerfan@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

         March 8, 2019                                                     8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Second Sunday in Lent                                                                                               Liturgical Color: Purple 

 

WELCOME, REGISTRATION………..…...........................................................................Rev. J Grantham 

  

*THE PEACE 

 

PRELUDE: The Wonderful Cross (arr. by Wagner) …………………..………….Kay Hart/Donna Thigpen 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO.98…………………………………………………….....….To God Be the Glory 

 

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH NO. 881....................................................................... Rev J Grantham 

 

*THE GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER…..................................................................Rev. J Grantham 

 

◊CHILDREN’S SERMON……………………………………………….…………..……..….Gloria Toelle 

 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION NO.  297……………………...........……….……..Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

 

THE OFFERING 

Offertory Prayer……………………….................................................................................Rev. J Grantham 

◊Offertory Anthem: Here I Am to Worship/Come Thou Fount (arr. by Stan Pethel)….........…Wesley Choir 

+Offertory Anthem: On a Hill Far Away (by Joseph Martin) ….…………………….…..….Chancel Choir 

(for text reference, please see Hymn 504) 

                                                                                              

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

MESSAGE: Now That’s a Sign! (John 2:1-11)…………………..……..…………….……Rev. J Grantham 

 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 389 ..……………………………………..….……….........Freely, Freely 

 

*SPOKEN BENEDICTION…………………………………….….…..………..….........…Rev. J Grantham 
 

POSTLUDE: He Looked Beyond My Faults and Saw My Needs…………......................…..Donna Thigpen 

 

  *Please stand as you are able                                                         ◊8:30 only   +11:00 only   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

  WEEKLY CALENDAR 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 8 

  7:55 a.m. Wesley Choir Rehearsal  

  8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service - Sanctuary  

  9:30 a.m. Fellowship Break with coffee & juice 

        9:45 a.m. Sunday School Classes for Adults, Youth & Children 

  9:45 a.m. Parables of Jesus - Library 

 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service - Sanctuary 

 11:00 a.m. The Link Contemporary Service - Fellowship Hall 

 11:00 a.m. Wynk Worship - Children’s Center 

 5:00 p.m. Pew to 5K - Lakebottom Park   

 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Basement - Youth 

 

 

Monday, March 9 

 10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study - Library 

 5:30 p.m. Staff Parish Meeting - Library 

 6:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study - Home of Beth Hendrickson 

    

  

Tuesday, March 10 

 9:00 - 11:15a.m. Preschool Dance Rehearsal - Fellowship Hall 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting - Library 

 11:00 a.m. Morning Doves - First Watch  

 6:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting - Library 

 6:30 p.m. TnT Small Group - Home of Linda and Wallace Twiggs 

  

  

Wednesday, March 11 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study - Sojourner’s Class 

5:45 p.m. Dinner - Fellowship Hall 

6:30 p.m. 40 Day Challenge - Fellowship Hall 

6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal   

 
 

Thursday, March 12 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study - Wynnton Rd. Burger King 

9:15 a.m. Preschool Donuts with Dads - Fellowship Hall 

       10:30 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry - Library 

 

 

   

  

PASTOR ON-CALL 
For emergencies March 6 - 8, 

Rev. J Grantham 706-681-3258 

 

 


