
 
 

 
 

Food for thought from J                                                                                                                 May 9, 2021 

 
 “You can’t see the forest for the trees” is probably an expression that has been applied appropriately to each of us at one 

time or another in our lives. It suggests that we are so focused on the details, perhaps the trials, the challenges, even the 

blessings that are right in front of us, that we are unable to consider or understand the possibility of a transcendent bigger 

picture or purpose. Interestingly, as we consider those first followers of Christ immediately after the resurrection, this 

seems to be a common condition for them as well. 

 

Those first visitors to the tomb were so shocked by the fact that it was empty and by the appearance of those heavenly 

beings that greeted them that they were unable to consider the larger and more miraculous possibility that Christ had risen 

and the incredible implications of that fact. Similarly, those travelers on the road to Emmaus were so consumed with their 

disappointment that the hoped for redemption of Israel seemed lost, with the death of Jesus, that they failed to recognize 

Jesus in their midst, even as he revealed to them the secrets and details of God’s plan of redemption as spelled out in the 

scripture. Perhaps most famously, Thomas demanded to physically observe the wounds of the crucifixion before he would 

consider the bigger picture possibility of the resurrection of Christ. And in each of these cases, it was the fear, the doubt, 

the frustration, and the disappointment of the moment that caused these disciples to forget that in the grand narrative of 

redemption Jesus himself had foretold not just his death, but also, his resurrection. 

 

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief 

priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. – Mark 8:31-32 

 

How often do we allow our own momentary problems, our doubts, and even our times of joy and blessing to keep us from 

remembering that we serve a risen savior who is in the world today? When we first receive that bad news or that dreaded 

medical diagnosis, do we turn immediately to God seeking God’s strength and comfort and purpose to help us face the 

uncertainties and anxiety ahead? Conversely, how often do we stop while playing with our children or grandchildren or 

after we receive that clean bill of health or financial windfall and say, “thank you, Lord. I give you all the praise and 

glory?” 

 

For sure, we live in a world of trees that threaten to block our view of God’s wonderful forest of blessings. Thank God 

that, as we focus our attention on the resurrection during this specific season, it calls us to rise above the mundane and 

ordinary details of our daily life and consider the immensity of this singular event in our history and what it means for us 

individually and as a whole. May the resurrection provide us all with a regular reminder of the majesty of Jesus and the 

big picture of the gospel so that we never again miss the forest for the trees. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chancel flowers are given by 

 Linell and David Pringle in honor of 

our mothers, Lenore Ash and Annette 

Breland and in honor of the two who 

made us grandparents, Erin Miley and 

Leah Barnes.  
FLOWER DELIVERY 

Lynda Massey 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY 

To Pam & Bob Gilstrap and Linda & Ranny 

Carmack on the death of their mother, Ann 

Rainey Irvin, on April 29, 2021. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

In memory of Jean Adams by Marcia Barfield 

In memory of Saunders Richey by Sheryl & Jim 

Creek; Susan & Tommy Hudson; Julie & John 

Littlejohn; Phyllis & Tim Carter; Marcia Barfield; 

Bunko Girls; Mary Gene Calfee; Marguerite & Robert 

Murdock; Kermitt Cox; Carole & Eric Sears; Adron 

Winborn; Lynn & Bill White; Doris Hicks; Susan Binns 

In memory of Ann Irvin by Susan & Tommy Hudson; 

Betty Woodruff; Lynda & Bennett Massey; New 

Seekers Sunday School Class; Lynn & Bill White; 

Cindy & Randy Autry; Linda & Wallace Twiggs; Carol 

Hammock 

JOYFUL NOTES FROM THE CHOIR! 🎵 

Brian Hehn, Director of Music Ministries for Arapaho UMC in 

Richardson, Texas, describes the 4-part mission of a church 

choir: 

1. The choir leads and enlivens song.  

2. The choir sings music the congregation cannot.  

3.  The choir serves as a small group. 

4.  The choir sings beautiful and challenging music to 

praise God and edify the congregation. 

 

As a choir, we strive to sing with precision and beauty, so that 

our music glorifies God and lifts the soul of our congregation.  

As a small group, we strive to become a close-knit Kingdom 

community.  Within our small group, we share scripture, prayer, 

prayer concerns, new ideas, anthem requests, and so much 

glorious music!  There are times when stories of favorite family 

hymns and personal anthem favorites influence the music 

selected for worship services.  As we prepare to recognize 

Mother's Day this Sunday, I am reminded of the family story that 

ultimately led to this Sunday's anthem. The hymn, "O Love, that 

Will not Let Me Go", was a favorite hymn of Mike Johnson's 

family.  Mike remembers hearing this hymn often as he was 

growing up.  As Mike was listening to some recently published 

choral music, he came across "O Love", based on the familiar 

hymn, "O Love, that Will not Let Me Go".  This anthem by 

Elaine Hagenberg, brings a fresh new melody to the familiar 

hymn, with equally fresh and gorgeous harmonies.  It is a fitting 

tribute to all love. 

 

"O Love" by Elaine Hagenberg 

O Love, O Love, O Love, that will not let me go,  

O Love, I rest my weary soul in Thee; I give the life I owe, that 

in thy ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be. 

O Joy, O Joy, O Joy, that seeks me through the pain, 

O Joy, I cannot close my heart to thee; I trace the rainbow 

through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain, that morn shall 

tearless be. That morn shall tearless be. 

O Love, O Love, O Love, that will not let me go. 

O Love, I rest my weary soul in thee; I give thee back the life I 

owe, I give thee back the life I owe and in the ocean depths its 

flow shall richer, fuller be.  That morn shall tearless be.  

O Love, O Love, O Love, that will not let me go. 

 

Romans 8:37-39 

…in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 

neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 

any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

God's Great Peace to You! 

Diana B. 

Children’s Programs 

Beginning on May 9th, the church will offer nursery 

from 9:30 AM to 12:15 PM as well as Sunday School 

for grades K-12 from 9:45-10:50 AM. The nursery for 

infants through 4-year olds is on the first floor of the 

Grimes building. Children’s Sunday School for K-5th 

Grade is on the 2nd floor of the Grimes building, and 

youth Sunday school is in the basement under the 

sanctuary. Children’s Church will be offered for 

children through 3rd Grade in the Children’s Center in 

the Grimes building during the worship hour. We are 

also pleased to announce a new adult Sunday school 

offering for parents. Look for directional signs to each 

location. Anyone interested in volunteering for 

Children’s Church can contact Sabrina Hart, 

hartsa615@gmail.com. 

 

New Adult Sunday School 

A new Sunday School class will be forming on May 

9th. The group is a community of people in the child-

raising stage of life who share stories, encourage, 

challenge, and grow with one another. We will discuss 

scripture and life in a way that is an intentionally safe 

space for all questions, doubts, and convictions. Alaina 

Harrison will be the group facilitator. The new class 

will meet on the 2nd floor of the Grimes building, next 

to the choir room. 

GIFTS OF LOVE 

In honor of the Choir by John Richey 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Our Known Prayer Concerns: 

 

Sue Rogers  

Glenn Killough 

Matthew Allen 

Anne Turner 

Bobby Porch 

Lillian Cox 

Lynn Christenson 

 

Lexie McRae 

Kathy Draughon 

Norma Meadows 

Dorothy Robinson 

Wanda Jones 

Jan Reed 

Kerry Mess 

Rick Bannon 

Christian Sympathy for loss of loved one: 

Renee & Glenn Summerlin & family 

Sandy Dryman & family 

Nancy Hammond & family 

Nancy Abernathy & family 

Mike Johnson & family 

Chris Alexander & family 

Ernest Hale & family 

Agnes Tew & family 

John Richey & family 

Pam & Bob Gilstrap & family 

 

GRADUATES 

If you have a college graduate that you would like to be 

recognized in the newsletter, please send their name, date 

of graduation, university name and degree to 

brendawilson@wynntonumc.org. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

If you have a High School graduate who would like 

to participate in our Graduation Sunday please call 

the church office. 

 

Mother’s Day 

In honor of our mother's, the church has made a 

contribution to Methodist Home at Carpenter’s 

Way. We love all of our mother's and hope you 

have a happy, healthy Mother's Day! 

Join us for Children’s Church starting May 9!  

The series is called, “Bible Science: Experiments 

in Faith.”  God created the heavens and the earth 

and everything in it.  Pure science will always 

point us back to our loving Creator.  Each week, 

we will conduct a science experiment to tie back 

to a Bible lesson.  You won’t want to miss this! 

"He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, 

miracles that cannot be counted." -Job 5:9 (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To CJ White on graduating from Auburn University 

with a degree in Wildlife Ecology & Management 

on May 1st, 2021. 

 

Youth Sunday School resumes May 9 at 9:45 

a.m. in the basement. We will be starting a 

series studying Paul's letters to Timothy and his 

guidance on practical advice starting bold new 

adventures. 



 

 
 

 

 

5-2-21 

General Fund..………….........................14,003.00 

Children’s Ministry………………...………630.00 

Endowment…………...….………...............135.00 

Missions…………………………………..…83.00 

Music……………………..………….......…100.00 

Wynnton Neighborhood Network……….…100.00 

Other Contributions……………………...…105.35 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, May 9 

9:30 a.m. Virtual Sunday School - Facebook Live 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School for Adult, Youth & Kids 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 

Rev. J Grantham - Streams Live on 

Facebook 

11:00 a.m. The Link - Fellowship Hall  

  Rev. Greg Harrison 

11:00 a.m. Children’s Church - Grimes Building 

 

Tuesday, May 11 

6:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting - Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesday, May 12 

10:00 a.m. Women’s Zoom Bible Study 

6:00 p.m. Community Prayer Service 

6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, May 13 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Zoom Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. Backpacks of Grace 

   

May 9: Acts 19:1-20, Judges 10:1-11:33, Job 39 

May 10: Acts 19:21-41, Judges 11:34-12:15, Job 40 

May 11: Acts 20:1-16, Judges 13, Job 41 

May 12: Acts 20:17-38, Judges 14-15, Job 42 

May 13: Acts 21:1-36, Judges 16, Psalm 42 

May 14: Acts 17:16-34, Judges 7-8, Psalm 43 

May 15: Acts 22:30-23:22, Judges 19, Psalm 44 

 

10 Melissa Mull 

11 Chad Kerstetter, Sally McDaniel 

12 Lou Hearn, Tommy Hudson 

13 Kecia Cawthorne, Neita Denny 

15 Bart Wilson 

 

 

PASTOR ON-CALL 

For emergencies May 7-9 

Rev. J Grantham 706-681-3258 

SUNDAY’S SERMON 

Pretty Good 

John 21:1-7 

Rev. J Grantham 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Wynnton has a full time Director of Children and 

Family Ministry, and a part time Nursery 

Coordinator position opening. For more 

information, inquiries may be made to Reverend 

Grantham or Rob Harbison at 

r.harbison@mchsi.com, (706) 289-3082. 

 


